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It is September now. School starts in September. Sum-
mer holidays are over. It is time to study again. We are sad 
that summer is over. But we are glad to meet all our class-
mates again. We tell stories about our holidays. Peter was 
at the seaside. He swam a lot. Taras swam a lot too but in 
the river. He was in a village near Poltava. Mariyka was 
in Turkey with her parents. She liked the food there very 
much, especially sweet cakes. Olena was in the mountains. 
She showed many nice pictures to us. Leonid did not go 
to the seaside. He stayed at home. He walked in the park, 
played football and had a lot of fun with his friends who 
also stayed at home. Our teacher listens to all our stories 
and tells us about her holiday too. Guess, where she was? 
She was at a summer school in Oxford.
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Alan lives in England. He goes to school. His school 
is old. His grandfather was a schoolboy there. All children 
have a school uniform: a gray jacket and blue trousers. 
Girls wear blue skirts. All children also have school ties 
and school badges. They wear them on their jacket pockets 
and on their caps.

Schools in England do not have numbers. They have 
nice names. Alan goes to Old Oaks School. There are a lot 
of trees near the school. There is a good playground too. 
When the weather is fine, schoolchildren play there after 
lunch.
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Lessons start at eight. Alan has four lessons before 
lunch. After lunch, it is time for sports and games.

Alan has no classes on Saturday and Sunday. At the 
weekend, his dad often takes him fishing in the river or 
watching a football match at the stadium.

	 Script	to	page	17.	

I am Ben. I am a schoolboy. I like to study but some-
times it is hard. We are going to have a test in Math on 
Wednesday. I am not very happy because I am not too good 
at Math. I ask my friend, Nick, to help me. Nick is glad to 
help me to get ready for the test. He is a good friend. We 
meet at my house on Sunday. Of course, Sunday is our day 
off and we have no school on Sunday. But Nick is free on 
Sunday and can help me. I ask my Mum to cook a nice lunch 
on Sunday as we have Nick at our house.

Nick is very good at Math. He does sums fast. He plays 
chess well too and goes to a chess club two days a week.  Nick 
says he can help me on Tuesday at about five too. We can 
meet at his house and play chess after we finish studying.
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Do you like holidays? I love them! First, you can wake 
up late and do not hurry at all. Mum usually cooks some 
nice breakfast. All the family is at home. No school for me 
or my sister, no work for my mum and dad. If the weather 
is fine, we go for a walk in the park. We can also go to the 
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cinema or visit our friends. Sometimes my grandparents 
come to see us. We have a nice dinner together, play board 
games and have a lot of fun.

It is a special holiday today. I am sleeping late. Can you 
hear some voices? My parents and my sister are coming into 
my room. They are singing: “Happy Birthday!” Yes, it is 
my birthday today. I am getting up fast because I want to 
see my presents. Look, it’s a new computer game from my 
parents and a new album from my sister. I am happy. I am 
going to have a birthday party in the evening. My friends 
are going to come. With more presents, of course!
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My sister Nina is having her birthday tomorrow. I want 
to make her a surprise. I shall make her a cake with choc-
olate. It is her favourite. Mum says she will help me. To-
morrow Nina will come home late. She has six lessons and 
her tennis classes after school. So, we have a lot of time. 
Do we have everything we need for a cake? Let us see. We 
have some sugar, eggs … Oh, we have no butter. And only 
two small pieces of chocolate in the fridge. So I am doing 
shopping tomorrow morning. Let’s make a shopping list: 
half a kilo of butter, two bars of chocolate… What else? 
Mum asks me to buy some sausage, cheese and ketchup. 
We can make pizza as well. I like pizza very much and 
Nina loves it. We will have a real birthday party after her 
classes. And on Saturday Nina will go to the cinema with 
her friends. After that, they are going to the café. I hope 
Nina will be happy.
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Different countries have different weather. In some 
places in the North it is always cold. There is snow and ice 
all year round: in winter and in summer, in spring and in 
autumn. It may be very cold or not so cold but it is never 
really warm. Some animals and birds live there. 

In some places in Africa, it does not rain at all for 
several months. Small rivers and lakes get almost dry. 
People and animals cannot find water. There is only hot 
sand everywhere. It is often windy. It is bad for people, 
animals and plants.

But there are places where it rains practically every 
day. For example, in South America. There, some places are 
called rainforests. It is usually warm, or even hot there, and 
there is a lot of water. So, big trees and different plants can 
easily grow there. There are a lot of birds and animals there 
too. They have a lot of food and are not cold.

It is interesting to travel and see these places and a lot 
of other countries. You can find different weather in dif-
ferent places.
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Nick’s grandparents live on a farm. It is an old farm 
but Nick’s grandfather did a lot to make it better. The house 
has a new roof now. There is water and heating in the house 
too. The bathroom and the toilet are in the house as well. 
It is more comfortable to live on the farm now.
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There are a lot of animals on the farm: some sheep, 
three cows, five pigs and two horses. Nick’s grandfather 
uses a tractor to work in the fields. But he likes to ride a 
horse from time to time. Nick hopes Grandpa will teach him 
to ride a horse soon. There is a chicken house on the farm 
but Nick does not know how many hens they have.

Grandma always has fresh eggs and milk for breakfast. 
They make their own cheese too. And she bakes the best 
bread in the world. Of course, you can buy some bread in a 
shop but it is not so nice.

My grandparents grow a lot of fruit and vegetables. It 
is so good to eat them fresh. I like new potatoes and baby 
carrots. Soon it will be the time for the first apples and ber-
ries. Grandma will make nice cakes and jams.

You can do a lot on the farm: fish and swim in the riv-
er, walk in the forest, play with the boys from the village. 
Of course, I help my grandparents too. I can feed the ani-
mals and chicken and help in the garden as well. There is 
time for everything!
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Mrs Frost’s house is usually clean and tidy. Everything 
is in the right place. I like her kitchen best of all. No dirty 
plates on the table or in the sink. The cooker is always clean. 
In the fridge, food is on all the shelves and in good order. 
The cupboard is tidy as well. You can easily find what you 
need. Mrs Frost is a good house-keeper.

But when I came to her house yesterday, it was a big 
surprise for me. Everything was upside down: dirty plates 
and cups were on the table. Some spoons and forks were 
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in the sink. The doors to the cupboard were open. Some 
packets were on the floor. A piece of sausage was there too, 
near the dish with milk for her cat, Thomas.

Mrs Frost opened the door and got back into the arm-
chair. She explained that her cat went for a walk and she 
decided to wash up. But soon Thomas came back with three 
little kittens. They ran everywhere and she could not catch 
them. And Thomas was angry. At last, she fed the kittens 
and put them in a box to sleep. Thomas is near them and 
does not let anybody touch them. Mrs Frost is too tired to 
clean the room now.
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My dad and mum like to travel very much. They say 
that they like to see new places and meet new people. They 
often take my brother and me with them. When we were lit-
tle, they did not ask us where we wanted to go. They chose 
the place and the way to get there. My dad bought the tick-
ets and my mum packed our things. My parents did not take 
much with them so our luggage was usually not heavy and 
it was not difficult to carry it.

We often travelled by train. I like it very much. You 
can see a lot from the window. You can sit or lie and have 
a rest if you wish. As a rule, we eat nice things cooked by 
our mum and drink tea or juice.

Dad’ favourite transport is a plane. He says it is the 
quickest way to get from one place to another. I do not 
like planes very much. All you can see are clouds. But it is 
always interesting in the airports. I like to watch the planes 
and people from different parts of the world.


